[A family study of the initial Dutch patients with porphyria].
The families of three porphyric patients originally described by Prof. Dr. A.A. Hijmans van den Bergh in the 1920s and of one porphyric patient described by Prof. Dr. I. Snapper in 1920 were traced and investigated to determine the type of the hereditary porphyria in each family. It was possible to confirm that Hijmans van den Bergh and coworkers had described hereditary coproporphyria and variegate porphyria. These were the first descriptions of these types of porphyria. The patient described by Snapper had acute intermittent porphyria.